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IFA HOTELS & RESORTS (IFAHR) APPOINTS WESSEL WITTHUHN AS PRESIDENT – AFRICA AND INDIAN OCEAN REGION    
Wessel Witthuhn has been appointed as President – Africa & Indian Ocean Region for IFA Hotels & Resorts with immediate effect.

“As the majority of IFAHR’s projects in Africa and the Indian Ocean region are currently under construction and weighted towards design and development, it is imperative that the individual appointed to lead the region through this phase should be highly knowledgeable in this field” said Talal Jassim-Al-Bahar, Chairman and Managing Director IFAHR.  

“I am pleased to confirm Wessel’s appointment to the newly created position of President – African and Indian Ocean Region.  While having overall responsibility for the Africa and Indian Ocean Region, he still retains his current responsibilities for Design & Development within the region” he concluded. 

Witthuhn holds degrees in BSc Building Science and MSc Construction Management and commenced his career in the construction industry in 1987.  After working as General Manager for Grinaker Infrastructure Development, he joined Damac Properties in Dubai as Vice-President in 2002.  He was headhunted in 2003 to take over the management of Real Estate and Property Management divisions within the Al-Rostamani Group  Dubai.

He joined IFAHR in May 2006 as the Vice-President: Design and Development (Africa and Indian Ocean).  His portfolio covers all aspects within this region, including operations, market positioning, strategic planning, implementation and developing new economic areas.

more/…


IFAHR is investigating new investment opportunities in other African countries, however its current project portfolio in the Africa and Indian Ocean region include:

SOUTH AFRICA

· Zimbali Coastal Resort & Zimbali Lakes Resort - IFAHR has a 50% stake in the joint venture that developed the luxurious resort, a 1400 hectare prime residential and resort estate located on the north coast of KwaZulu-Natal. (www.zimbali.co.za) 
· Fairmont Zimbali Lodge - IFAHR owns the exclusive Zimbali Lodge, managed by Fairmont Hotels & Resorts. (www.zimbalilodge.co.za) 
· The Fairmont Zimbali – A new R1.8bn hotel resort, with a unique portfolio of properties including apartments, ultra luxury villas, golf chalets and villas, including a Fairmont Heritage Place Private Residence Club to be managed by Fairmont Hotels & Resorts. (www.fairmontzimbali.com) 
· Boschendal Limited - A mixed- use resort development at an historic Cape Estate. IFAHR’s current stake in Boschendal is 26,57%. (www.boschendal.com) 

· Legend Golf & Safari Resort – situated in the Waterberg area of the Limpopo Province. The Legend development, was officially launched in November 2007, and forms part of the malaria-free 22 000ha Big Five Entabeni Safari Conservancy.  IFAHR has a 50% stake in this development.
KENYA:

· Fairmont Hotels – IFAHR is a shareholder in five Fairmont operated Hotels in Kenya. 
ZANZIBAR

· Located on the historic Tanzanian spice island, with joint venture partner Kingdom Hotel Investments, the Fairmont Zanzibar Resort re-opened in 2007 and is managed by Fairmont Hotels & Resorts.
NAMIBIA

· There are four hotel projects to be operated by Kempinski in Namibia, namely in Windhoek, Swakopmund, Etosha Pan and on the Chobe River Delta.

SEYCHELLES – ZILWA

· A JV partnership between IFAHR and Indian Ocean Resorts Ltd (IOR) has acquired the Seychelles island of Ste Anne for a major new mixed-use development.  
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For further information contact:

IFA Hotels & Resorts  - (Africa & Indian Ocean)                                                      

PR Manager – Julia Unger                                             

Tel:  +27 82 4524427                                                             

Email: julia@ifahotelsresorts.com                                 
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IFA Hotels & Resorts (IFAHR) is a leader in the development of premier integrated and mixed-use hotel and tourism resort projects throughout Europe, the Middle East, the Far East, Africa, the Indian Ocean Region and North America.

IFAHRs’ activity in resort development began in the mid 80s with the acquisition and development of Pine Cliffs Resort in the Algarve, Portugal, through United Investments Portugal, which is part of the IFA Consortium.

The grandeur of Pine Cliffs provided the ideal environment for investment in the real estate sector as well as residential homes and resort living, and thus the consortium’s link with the hospitality sector developed. Today, IFAHR sets the international benchmark for the development of world class integrated real estate development.

A specialist in resort development, IFAHR enjoys close links to premier hospitality operators such as Fairmont Hotels & Resorts, Mövenpick Hotels & Resorts, Kempinski Hotels, Sheraton Hotels & Resorts and Sun International, appointed to manage developments around the world.

IFAHR listed on the Kuwait Stock Exchange in January 2006, with a market capitalisation of over US$ 1 billion. The company also listed on the South African JSE Limited (Johannesburg Stock Exchange) during 2006 with plans to list on other major exchanges in the future. In January 2007, the company invested in listed Thai developer Raimon Land.

Globally, IFAHR has entered into strategic alliances and joint venture partnerships with leading companies such as Kingdom Hotel Investment Group (Saudi Arabia), Nakheel (UAE), United Investments Portugal, YOTEL (UK), a strategic alliance with RCI (part of the Cendant’s Group), Tongaat Hulett Developments (South Africa), Boschendal Ltd (South Africa), Raimon Land (Thailand), Ohlthaver & List (Namibia), Indian Ocean Resorts (Seychelles) and most recently Related (United States).

IFAHR currently has projects in Dubai, Lebanon, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Portugal, France, South Africa, Kenya, Zanzibar, Namibia, Seychelles, Thailand, Caribbean and New York, with plans to link its resorts to new parts of the globe. This will offer investors and tourists access to world class facilities through a network of hotels, residential resorts, vacation and residence club destinations.

IFAHRs’ programme of brand acquisition and developer partnerships will continue into the future, illustrated by the ever growing strength of its product range: lifestyle membership clubs, vacation clubs, fractional ownership, hotel ownership, residences, yacht ownership clubs and jet ownership clubs.

This unique product range enables IFAHR to continuously anticipate and deliver to the varying property investment and leisure requirements across the globe.
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