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HOTELS & RESORTS




FAIRMONT ZIMBALI HOTEL & RESORT ON SCHEDULE FOR 2009
Gary Player selected as Signature Designer for new Course at Zimbali Lakes
Ref:  Player Magazine
Fairmont Zimbali/Lakes
21 February 2008
1553 words

Along the magnificent Dolphin Coast of South Africa’s Kwa Zulu Natal province, lies the undisputed “jewel in the crown” of the east coast of Africa – Zimbali Coastal Resort.  
Zimbali is a breathtaking 700-hectare coastal resort situated on a pristine stretch of beach and features architecture inspired by the magnificent environment and which incorporates an Indonesian influence.  Known for its lush vegetation and abundant indigenous wildlife, it is a spectacularly beautiful destination and a working blueprint for  an environmentally sensitive approach to the development of a large scale residential resort.
Zimbali Lakes Resort is the next significant phase in the development of Zimbali and will offer a vast choice of residential real estate opportunities. Zimbali Lakes Resort will be positioned as one of South Africa’s finest leisure and active lifestyle estates and comprise a variety of elements to enhance one’s living experience within Zimbali.
Golf is integral to the premium lifestyle, with the keen golfer currently accommodated by the Tom Weiskopf-designed championship course, rated as one of South Africa’s finest golfing experiences.  In addition there will be an 18-hole par 72 Gary Player Signature Golf Course - the second championship course for Zimbali, with modern Club House and a  state-of-the-art Golf Academy with  accompanying driving range. 

Gary Player was selected from an A-list of international golf course architects to design the 18-hole Gary Player Signature course and Golf Academy at Zimbali Lakes Resort. The Zimbali Lakes project is the second development at Zimbali and will expand on the development ethos, “living in harmony with nature “by upholding the indigenous landscape and ecosystem.

Gary Player was the outstanding choice based on his exceptional multinational portfolio as well as his marketability in South Africa. When Gary Player visited the site he showed great appreciation for the developers’ vision to blend the golf course and homes with the natural topography and thereby allowing the landscape to shape the course.
“I am very excited to be part of this pristine development as the designer of the Zimbali Lakes course.  The environmentally sensitive approach is a philosophy upon which Gary Player Design has built its own reputation over the years.  The tranquility and natural beauty of this coastal property, as well as its location, makes it no surprise that I have selected a stand at Zimbali Coastal Resort and plan to spend time there in future years,” said Gary Player.
Zimbali Lakes Resort will place another strong project on the map for Gary Player Design, as this marks the organization's first project on the Kwazulu Natal coast. 

Gary Player stated, “this is an extremely important appointment for our company and having recently visited Zimbali, I couldn’t be more enthusiastic about designing a golf course in this part of my country and working with a world-class company like IFA.”

Components which will contribute to make Zimbali Lakes Resort one of the finest lifestyle environments on offer for all ages in South Africa include the availability of active outdoor activities in addition to the superb golf course and golf academy such as running, walking and horse trails, mountain biking, surfing and kite-surfing, with incredible opportunities to interact with nature. 
IFA Hotels & Resorts recently announced that Fairmont Hotels & Resorts will manage its new resort in Zimbali.
The Fairmont Zimbali Hotel & Resort will offer the ultimate in luxury accommodation to hotel guests and residents alike. The world class five-star 157-suite Fairmont Zimbali Hotel will include conference facilities, a Willow Stream Spa, beach club, restaurants, wellness centre and gym. 

In keeping with the heritage and one hundred and twenty-four year-old reputation for accommodation and service excellence associated with the Fairmont name, the Fairmont Zimbali will offer an exclusive selection of luxury properties for discerning investors.  This exclusive property portfolio includes eleven Signature Beachfront Villas, fifty-six executive designer Apartments, six hillside Villas, twenty-one Golf Chalets, selected Hotel Suites as well as the Fairmont Heritage Place, Zimbali Private Residence Club - South Africa’s most exclusive private residence club.  All offer the finest quality to be found in this select class of investment. 
Only a select few spectacular hotel condominium suites will be available for sale within the Fairmont Zimbali Hotel & Resort.  All hotel suites will be fully furnished and equipped, generous in their layout and exceptional in their design.  Hotel suite owners have usage of their property during the year as well as the opportunity to participate in the exceptional rental yield based on the anticipated success of the Fairmont Zimbali Hotel.
The Fairmont Zimbali Signature Villas represent the ultimate in designer coastal living.  These master-crafted signature homes will be equipped with every conceivable convenience and enjoy every amenity.  The eleven Signature Villas each offer extensive designer living space with unrestricted views of the warm Indian Ocean and each boasting its own distinctive signature design determined by its unique site.
The Fairmont Villas are located high on a ridge overlooking the main Fairmont Hotel and Indian Ocean.  These opulent homes provide privacy, luxury and exclusivity as well as their trademark rim-flow pools and lavish entertainment areas.  Each of the six sites has been scrutinized by the architects to ensure that every residence is remarkable in terms of design while maximising the best views available to them.  They will have full access to the hotel amenities and beach club, and be managed by the Fairmont Zimbali hotel. Owners also have the option of participating in the rental scheme.
The designer Fairmont Zimbali Apartments enjoy an elevated ocean-fronting position and are presented as the ultimate lock-up-and-go property.  They offer full access to the Fairmont Zimbali hotel amenities and management, and can also participate in the rental scheme.  The Apartments offer every modern convenience and will be constructed in small blocks of between four and fourteen units per block.

The Fairmont Zimbali Golf Chalets are the ideal property for an astute investor and a keen golfer wanting a well located lock-up-and-go home within a five-star management structure.  Created to suit the specific needs of visiting golf enthusiasts, these twenty-one superbly located units face the fifth fairway and green of the existing signature Zimbali golf course.  The three generously proportioned bedrooms are elegantly styled and all have en-suite bathrooms.  Golf Chalet owners will enjoy full use of the Fairmont Zimbali hotel facilities and beach club. 
With the spectacular Indian Ocean as a backdrop to the range of excellent facilities, every day at Fairmont Zimbali is an opportunity to play to the fullest. For tranquil pursuits, one can take a languid stroll along the pristine golden Zimbali beach or indulge in the Willow Stream Spa.  
For the astute investor who wants to own a magnificent holiday home without the downside of maintaining a second property, The Fairmont Heritage Place, Zimbali (South Africa’s most exclusive private residence club) presents the perfect solution.  It also offers owners a range of outstanding services and amenities designed to make the experience of each visit incomparably enjoyable.  Personal services include doormen who greet you by name, concierges that attend to your every need and chefs, masseurs, child minders and housekeepers - all delivering a memorable level of service.
The Fairmont Heritage Place, Zimbali consists of eighteen residences ranging in size from a generous 316 sqm two bedroom townhouse to a grand 566 sqm four bedroom villa.  Both options have palatial terraces and private pools, stunning open living spaces, and expansive outdoor areas.  Gourmet kitchens are state-of-the-art and feature oversized granite-topped breakfast bars, separating them from the generous living areas.  Custom-built cabinetry, year-round complimentary storage space and branded stainless steel appliances offer privacy, functionality and style.

Every home is beautifully appointed and furnished. Attention has been lavished on the smallest of details. Fine artwork, exotic rugs, handmade fabrics, fabulous lighting, indulgent bed linen and magical outdoor spaces all contribute to creating a very special environment. Colour palettes of rich earth tones unite the homes with the African landscape.  

Each one is a haven of luxury and perfection.  Pricing is from R750,000 for a 1/13th share in a 2 bedroom unit, and R1,3000,000 for a 1/13th share in a 4 bedroom villa.

Every owner is entitled to an annual minimum of 21 pre-booked days at their Private Residence Club in Fairmont Heritage Place, Zimbali. In addition, extra days referred to as “Heritage Time” are available on an ad hoc basis during the year.  Whether planning well in advance or indulging in spontaneous travel, the Club will go out of its way to ensure that owners are accommodated.

A world of luxury, fine hospitality and special privilege awaits owners of the Fairmont Heritage Place, Zimbali. Reciprocal use of other Fairmont Heritage Place communities, Fairmont and Raffles Hotels & Resorts in some of the world’s most desirable destinations as well as discounts at all Fairmont Hotels & Resorts worldwide are included. Automatic entry into the ultra-exclusive, invitation only Fairmont President’s Circle is an added benefit to be enjoyed. Fairmont Zimbali hotel amenity use privileges and value-added services such as transportation, personal shopping and professional childcare are provided.
Located a mere 45km north of Durban and within close proximity to all modern amenities, as well as majestic Big Five safari parks and historic battlefields, Fairmont Zimbali Hotel & Resort is perfectly positioned as a gateway to experience the unmatched magnificence of the KwaZulu-Natal province and to offer a premium lifestyle to discerning investors.
NOTES FOR JOURNALISTS:

About Gary Player Design:
Gary Player Design was established in the early 1980s and has since branded over 200 layouts with the mark of a champion. The firm specializes in golf course design services, which revolve around building mutually rewarding long-term relationships with its clients by displaying integrity and credibility in a business setting. Player is actively involved in each Gary Player Signature project. His vast experience in golf course design coupled with over 50 years of experience as a professional golfer have afforded him a unique understanding of the needs of the average golfer, the objectives of the developer and the concerns of the environment. An experienced technical staff works closely with Gary Player to implement his design philosophies into the highly detailed golf course drawings, which ultimately, bring Player’s conceptual ideas to life through the finished project. Gary Player Design is currently involved in developments in Africa, North America, the Caribbean, Europe, the Middle East and Asia. 
Gary Player Design success speaks for itself in this year’s golf course rankings around the world. In Golf Digest’s panel, the company claimed the top three golf courses in South Africa as well as 11 of the top 25. Also, Player’s newest design in the Cape,Bushman Sands Golf Course, featured in Travel & Leisure Golf Magazine’s Top 10 International Courses. Gary Player-designed courses also received awards in the United States, Europe and Asia, including the number one course in Indonesia and best design firm in Asia. www.garyplayerdesign.com

About Zimbali Coastal Resort:
The proposed Zimbali Lakes Resort forms part of the 700 ha Zimbali Coastal Estate on South Africa’s subtropical East Coast.  Meaning” the place of flowers”, Zimbali is set on the Indian Ocean and bordered by 3,5 kilometers of immaculate coastline warmed by the Mozambique Current. Environment is central to the Zimbali philosophy and no expense is spared in protecting and enhancing its magnificent natural heritage. The developers have utilized the forested dunes and startling fauna and flora so as to create a feeling of paradise where residents and guests enjoy unmatched exclusivity and an exceptional quality of life. 
About IFA Hotels & Resorts:

IFA Hotels & Resorts (HR) is a global hotel, resort and real estate development company listed on the Kuwait and Johannesburg stock exchanges. 
IFA Hotels & Resorts is a leader in the development of premier integrated and mixed-use hotel and tourism resort projects throughout Europe, the Middle East, the Far East and Africa.
 

IFA Hotels & Resorts’ activities in resort development began in the mid 80s with the acquisition and development of Pine Cliffs Resort in the Algarve, Portugal, through United Investments Portugal.
 

The grandeur of Pine Cliffs provided the ideal environment for investment in the real estate sector as well as residential homes and resort living, and thus the consortium’s link with the hospitality sector developed. Today, IFA Hotels & Resorts sets the international benchmark for the development of world class integrated real estate development.
 

A specialist in resort development, IFA Hotels & Resorts enjoys close links to premier hospitality operators such as Fairmont Hotels & Resorts, Mövenpick Hotels & Resorts, Kempinski Hotels, Sheraton Hotels & Resorts and Sun International, appointed to manage developments around the world.
 

IFA Hotels & Resorts listed on the Kuwait Stock Exchange in January 2006, with a market capitalisation of over US$ 1 billion. The company also listed on the South African JSE Limited (Johannesburg Stock Exchange) during 2006 with plans to list on other major exchanges in the future. In January 2007, the company invested in listed Thai developer Raimon Land.
 

Globally, IFA Hotels & Resorts has entered into strategic alliances and joint venture partnerships with leading companies such as Kingdom Hotel Investment Group (Saudi Arabia), Nakheel (UAE), Istithmar (UAE), United Investments Portugal, a strategic alliance with RCI (part of the Cendants Group), Tongaat Hulett Developments (Pty) Ltd (South Africa), Boschendal Ltd. (South Africa), Legend Golf & Safari Resort (South Africa) Raimon Land (Thailand) Ohlthaver & List (Namibia) and most recently Indian Ocean Resorts (Seychelles).
 

IFA Hotels & Resorts currently has projects in Dubai, Lebanon, the United Kingdom, Portugal, South Africa, Kenya, Zanzibar, Namibia, Seychelles and Thailand, with plans to link its resorts to new parts of the globe, such as the US and Eastern Europe, and further expand into existing regions. This will offer investors and tourists access to world class facilities through a network of hotels, residential resorts, vacation and residence club destinations.
 

IFA Hotels & Resorts’ programme of brand acquisition and developer partnerships will continue into the future, illustrated by the ever growing strength of its product range: lifestyle membership clubs, vacation clubs, fractional ownership, hotel ownership, residences, yacht ownership clubs and jet ownership clubs.
 

This unique product range enables IFA Hotels & Resorts to continuously anticipate and deliver to varying property investment and leisure requirements across the globe.
 


Contact the IFA Hotels & Resorts Zimbali Sales Centre
Toll free: 08000 IFA HR/ 08000 432 47 
Tel: +27 32 538 1205 
Cell: +27 79 494 1527
Email: sales@fairmontzimbali.com / sales@zimbali.co.za  / www.fairmontzimbali.com
PAGE  
5

